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History of The Carnation, Dahlia and

ETTfy H Kk E can be no question as to the desirableness

[ of reliable records of the origin and progress of

ili our agricultural, pastoral, horticultural, and kin

dred societies in this land that is famed for its 

primary productions; and all such records will undoubt

edly become increasingly valuable with the passing years. 

It is a curious and regrettable fact that the particulars 

of the origin and operations of the old Port Phillip 

Farmers’ Society, the earliest in Victoria of all such 

associations as above referred to, are completely lost. 

With a view to insuring an authoritative account of this 

society’s beginning and subsequent developments, to

gether with the names of those most prominently con

cerned in its operations, the present history is compiled, 

from the best available sources.

In August, 11)01, F. S. Bryant wrote to the “Austral 

Culturist,” suggesting that the Carnation was a sufficiently 

popular ilower to warrant the formation of a society on 

the lines of the Carnation Society of England. Before 

this time classes had been provided in the city and some 

of the suburbs for Carnations, in common with other 

flowers, at general horticultural shows; but lovers of 

the Carnation were desirous of having its interests spe

cialised. A meeting was held in Melbourne, on Septem

ber 12, 1901, with that object, and with the further idea 

of fostering the Dahlia, when it was resolved to form 

a society, to be called The Carnation and Dahlia Society 

of Victoria. The names best known in connection wilh 

Carnations in Victoria about the year of the formation 

of the society, were Arthur H. Tuekctt, F. S. Bryant, and 

W. C. Bury, amateurs; and Charles Wentworth, profes

sional. In Dahlias the most prominent were F. S. Bryant, 

T. Pennefather, J. J. Morris, and H. Hitchcock, amateurs; 

and Cheeseman and Sons, H. H. Cheshire, H. Brunning, 

and C. J. Cowper, professionals. The first office-bearers 

of the society tvere as follow:—Patron: the Lieutenant- 

Governor, Sir John Madden; patronesses: Mrs. Hick

man Molesworth. Mrs. Everard Browne, and Mrs. Archie 

Yuillc; president: Arthur H. Tuekctt; vice-presidents: T.
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Stoddart and J. H. Bryant: committee: H. Davey, George 

Brown, A. J. Dawson, W. C. Bury. H. Dixon, A. Wyllie, 

R. Poulter, L. Anderson, and J. J. Morris; honorary sec

retary and treasurer: F. S. Bryant.

ARTHUR H. TUCKETT, 

First President, 1901.

The objects of the society.were: (1) To encourage the 

"growing of Carnations and Dahlias. (2) To encourage the 

exhibition of Carnations and Dahlias at all horticultural 

shows, in a manner to be dealt with by the committee 

of this society. (IS) To hold Carnation and Dahlia ex

hibitions. (4) To adopt standards whereby Carnations 

and Dahlias will be judged according to their respective 

classes. (5) To grant awards of merit and first-class 

certificates for colonially-raised Carnations and Dahlias, 

complying with rules laid down by the society.
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Classification of Carnations:—Perpetually blooming and 

spring blooming only. Classification of Dahlias:—Cactus, 

single, and fancy. Standards were adopted, and the points 

in judging were:—-Carnations: colour, 25 points; size.

F. S. BRYANT,

First Hon. Secretary, 1901.

stem, 10; substance, H);20; form, 15; stem, 10; substance, 10; calyx, 10; fra

grance, 10. Dahlias: form, 2 points; good centre, 2; colour 

and freshness, 2; size, 1.

At the outset of the society, J. J. Morris read an ad

mirable paper on Dahlias, which was published in the 

"Austral Culturist” in two instalments, beginning in Jan

uary, 1902. The society’s first show was an Autumn one, 

held in April, 1902, in Evans’ Cafe, Swanston-street, and 

was an encouraging commencement, although on a small 

scale; and the flowers did not reach the high standard



that the educational influence of the society, and the 

keen and friendly rivalry amongst its enthusiastic ex

hibitors, brought about in later years. In this year (1902) 

the office-bearers continued the same, except that in 

the vice-presidents, T. Patterson took the place of J. H. 

Bryant,: while on the committee, Charles Wentworth suc

ceeded George Brown,

The second show, also an Autumn one, was held in 

April, J903, in Gemmell Tuckett’s rooms, in Collins-street, 

and it was a dainty little display of blooms, and attracted 

a good number of visitors. In the same year, on Novem

ber 4, the first Spring Show of the society was held in 

the Athenaeum Hall, in Collins-street. In this year, F. S. 

Bryant read an exhaustive and instructive paper on “The 

Carnation.” The patronesses were Janet Lady Clarke, 

Mrs. C. Ryan. Mrs. Ingle Brown, and Miss Buchan; and 

the patrons, His Excellency Sir George Sydenham Clarke, 

•T. H. Payne. W. Guilfoyle (F.L.S.), J. Cato, G. Wood- 

.'forde, P. J. Burton, J. V. Smith, and J. Turnbull; the 

vice-presidents were as before), with the addition of 

J. J. Morris, H. Hitchcock, \V. C. Bury, and W. Ik Hollick; 

the committee being H. Davey, C. Wentworth, H. Dixon, 

A. Wyllie, R. Poulter, J. Tanner, G. Hebditch, and B. 

V. Rossi.

In 1904 the Autumn Show was held on May 9, in the 

Athenaeum Hall. At the annual meeting, in June, T. Pat

terson, a vice-president, was elected president; R. D. 

Roys was added to the vice-presidents; and A. H. Tucket 

and J. Symonds were elected members of the committee. 

The second Spring Show was held in the Athenaeum 

(lower hall), on November 23, and was an interesting 

display, but the attendance was unsatisfactory, and the-e 

was considerable difficulty in financing the society at this 

stage; indeed, it was only the enthusiasm of a few sup

porters that prevented its collapse. This year J. F. W. 

Payne donated an Interstate Champion Trophy, valued 

at £15/15/-, for Carnations.

The “Argus,” through its columns, took a vote for the 

best twelve Carnations (spring and perpetual), the voting 

being published each day, and the final result on October 

22, 1004. One hundred lists were sent in, 140 perpetual* 

being mentioned, and 107 spring-blooming varieties. The 

twelve highest on the list of perpetuals, in the following 

order of choice, were:—Princess Alice, Kathleen Shel

don, Mrs. H. Plumridge, Peach Blossom, Incomparable, 

F. S. Bryant, Ada Crossley, Yellow Princess Alice, Ethel 

Crocker, Meteor, Fortunatus, and Pride of Penhurst; and 

in spring bloomers: Daimio, Cecilia, Trojan, Mephisto, 

Mrs. James Douglas, Czarina, Much the Miller, Duchess 

o.f York, Commonwealth. Sigurd, Deering’s Conqueror, 

and Mrs. James Smith. In 1905, the Autumn Show was 

:held on April 8, in the Athenaeum (upper hall), and 

was referred to in the press as a Dahlia revival! The 

president read a paper on “Reminiscences of a Trip *o
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New Zealand, with Special Reference to Carnations,'' 

which was published in the " Fruit World and journal of 

Horticulture.'’ The Spring Show was held in the same 

hall as the Autumn exhibition, on December 1. . This 

was an attractive display, A. Fripp, from Sydney, staging 

a fine lot of spring-blooming Carnations of perfect form 

and exquisite quality. A meeting was held at Equitable 

Building of professional and amateur Dahlia growers, 

including many members of the Victorian Horticultural 

Improvement Society, and it was resolved to establish 

Dahlia conferences, at which certificates should be award

ed by capable judges, amateur and professional, with the 

object of raising the standard of all Dahlias—to be carried 

out under the direction of the president and the secre

tary of this society. The first Dahlia Conference was 

held in the Horticultural Hall, at which 200 blooms were 

submitted, the judging committee being:—H, J. Brunning, 

C. J. Cowper, J. J. Morris, and H. H. Cheshire. At the 

second conference, 000 blooms were staged, the judging 

committee being:—H. J. Brunning, H. H. Cheshire, G. 

Brown, T. Pennefather, and H. Hitchcock. These con

ferences were in a measure the means of bringing about 

the “Dahlia revival,” and they were continued each year 

uninterruptedly till 1910 inclusive.

In 1008 the Autumn Show was held on April 6, in the 

upper hall, Athenaeum. The Spring Show was held on 

November 00, in the upper hall, Athenaeum. Errey, of 

Camperdown, won the inter-State Challenge Trophy of 

£12/12/-, for 24 show Carnations (to be won three times), 

and the Challenge cup of £5/5/-, for 12 shows (also to 

be won three times). The judges attached a card to 

the trophy collection, on which was inscribed, “Finest 

exhibit of Carnations ever staged in Melbourne.” Me- 

Innes, Freebe, and Ising, of Adelaide, and F.ripp, of Syd

ney, were also prize-winners. And yet the show was 

poorly attended bv the general public.

In 1907 the Autumn Show was held on March 27, in 

the Masonic Hall, Collins-street cast, and was a great 

success. The Dahlia Conferences for 1907 were brought 

to a close on April 12, these having been remarkably 

successful and “of a high order of merit in the Dahlia 

world.” In September, 1907, F. S. Bryant, whose ser

vices had been of almost incalculable value to the society, 

resigned his position as honorary secretary, through pres

sure of business, and J. Upham was appointed, tempor

arily, in his place. The Spring Show was held on Novem

ber 23, in the Guild Hall, and from a show point of view 

was regarded as a success; but the attendance was not 

up to expectations.

In January, 1908, Percy Stafford was appointed honor

ary secretary. The Autumn Show was held on April 3, 

in the Guild Hall. At the ordinary meeting, on October 

1, R. Poulter, who had come to the front as a consistent 

and successful exhibitor at the shows, was specially cotn-

7



plimented by the president on his exhibits of Carnations 

at the society’s monthly meetings. The Spring Show was 

held on November 25, at the Manchester Unity Hall. 

Hitherto the society had borne the name of The Carnation 

and Dahlia Society of Victoria, but its title was this year 

altered to The Carnation, Dahlia, and Sweet I’ca Society 

of Victoria, in order to embrace Sweet Peas in its sphere 

of competitions, and thereby strengthen its spring exhibi

tions. A number of circumstances contributed to make 

this show ;m unqualified success. The Carnation exhibits, 

on the whole, were very good, W. H. Iirrey winning out

right both the Inter-State Trophy and the Challenge Cup. 

Also some really fine Sweet Peas, which were in compe

tition for the first time at this show, were staged, and 

attracted much attention; it being at once realised that 

it had been wise to include them in the society’s field of 

operations. Then the show was officially opened by 

Lady Gibson-Carmichael, who had recently arrived in 

Victoria, and who, most fortunately for the society, was 

well versed in Sweet Peas, and made a delightful speech 

with reference to these flowers, which gave them quite 

a fillip ill the tloral world. Moreover,_ all these circum

stances combined to induce a gratifying attendance of 

the public.

In 1909 L H. Stillwell took up the duties of honorary 

secretary for a time. The Autumn Exhibition was held 

on April 7, in the Prahran Town Hall, and "as a show 

was very effective,'’ but the attendances were disappoint

ing. Owing to its being a poor season for Carnations, 

and other adverse circumstances, the Spring Show, usually 

carried out in November, was not held. In December, 

F. W. Parkinson was appointed honorary secretary.

In 1910 the Autumn Show was held on April G, in the 

Manchester Unity Hall, and the Spring Show in the 

same hall, on November !). The first printed syllabus 

of the monthly meetings, at which papers were read and 

valuable practical information given, was arranged and 

issued this year, and has been continued throughout, to 

the great benefit of the members; as also have the monthly 

displays of blooms. In December the president, T. Pat

terson, who was leaving for a drip to Europe, resigned, 

after over six years of office, and J. Cronin, a vice-presi

dent, was elected in his place.

In 1911 the Autumn Show was held in the Athenaeum 

(upper hall), and the Spring Show in the Masonic Hall, 

on November 14. In 1912 the Autumn Show was held 

in the Athenaeum Hall, on April 3. At the annual meet

ing, in July, J. H. Humphries (a vice-president) was 

elected president. The Spring Show was held on Novem

ber 19, at the Athenaeum Hall, and was regarded as 

a success.

In 1913 the Autumn Show was held in the Athenaeum 

Hall, on April 1. At the annual meqting, G. M. Magno, 

a vice-president, was elected president, and J. Robertson,

8



secretary. The Spring Show was held on November 17, 

in the Temperance Hall, Rnssell-street, Tn December, 

T. Patterson read a paper entitled, "Sketch of a Trip to 

Europe, with Special Reference to Flowers,” which was 

printed by the committee far distribution amongst mem

bers.

In 1014 the Aiiitnmu Show was held in the Athenaeum 

Hall, on April 2. A most interesting and instructive lec

ture, on “The Cultivation of the Dahlia,” was given by 

J. Cronin. Owing to the outbreak of the great wpr, the 

usual Spring Show was not carried out, but a special dis

play of Carnations and Sweat Peas, fo,r members only, 

was held at Parer’s Cafe, Swanston-street, on November 12.

In 11)15 the Autumn Show was held at the Athenaeum 

Hall, on March lit. A combined Grand Flower Show by 

this society and the Victorian Horticultural Improvement 

Society was held in the Town Hall on November 11, the 

gross proceeds being in aid of the Victorian Red Cross 

Fund for Australia’s sick and wounded soldiers. This was 

regarded as one of the best shows seen in the Town Hall, 

and was so well patronised that the sum of £107/10/- 

was lianded over to Lady Stanley’s Red Cross Fund. The 

Inter-State Challenge Cup, for 24 Carnations, was won for 

the third time by E. E. Powell, and became his property.

In 11)10 the Autumn Show was held in the Town Hall 

on April 5, and was very successful, all doubts being set 

at rest as to the propriety of securing this hall for the 

exhibition. The president, G. M. Magno, who was held in 

very high esteem, resigned, after nearly three years of 

office, on account of leaving permanently for Sydmey. J. 

Cronin, a past president, was appointed president for the 

two remaining months, till the annual meeting, when E. C. 

Crockford, a vice-president, was elected president, and 

J. A. Morrison secretary. The financial year, which had 

begun with a membership of Kill, ended with a net gain of 

50. making the total number of members on the roll 150. 

The Spring Show was held in the Town TTall on Tuesday, 

November 14, 11)10, and was opened by Lady Stanley. The 

quality of the exhibits was first-class, although they were 

somewhat fewer i™ number, owing to severely adverse 

weather conditions.

In 1017 the Autumn Show was held in the Town Hall, 

on Anril 3. Dahlia-growers were advantaged by excep

tionally favourable conditions, and there were 170 competi

tive entries independently of non-comnetitive displays, the 

show being a great success, as stated iiv the annual report, 

“fiorally and financially.” At the annual meeting in July, 

T. Patterson, who had shortly before resumed his attend

ance at the monthly meetings, was elected president, un

opposed, in recognition ot earlier services to the society.

The Spring Show was held in the Town Hall on Novem

ber 13. and was opened by T.ady Stanley, who spoke most 

charmingly in relation to the results of the work of the
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society. The secretary, in his report, claimed "that, as 

a floricultural display, this show was a big advance on 

any Spring Show held 1 >y the society,” There were 11”> 

competitive entries, of which 118 were stayed—about 30 per

THOMAS I'ATTKRSOX, 

Present President, 1919.

cent, better than ever before. In Carnations there was 

increased competition in the open, amateur, and novice 

amateur classes, the blooms all being good. In the open 

class, for 12 varieties, R. I’oulttr and Sons won the geld 

medal, also the prize for 12 decoratives, any class, and in 

other classes as well. The nursery of the late E. E. Powell 

won for 12 shows, and W. C. Knight for <i decoratives. 

Roman (Adelaide, S.A.) won the Amateur Challenge Cup 

for 12 Carnations, and J. Knight for 12 shows. In the
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novice class F. V. Lewis took the Challenge Cup. Tn 

Sweet Peas, which were of a high standard, R. Ford 

(Chines) was very successful, winning the Open and 

' . w Sonnier Amateur Cups for the second time. Mrs.

J A. MORRISON, 

Present Hon. Secretary, 1919.

H. Gumming (Camperdown), through her gardener, 

gained the Professional Cup for the second time. In the 

novice class, W. Jenkin won the Challenge Cup. A flower 

and plant kiosk realised £12 for the Returned Soldiers’ 

Fund. In .March, 1918, the president read a paper on 

"Reminiscences of an Amateur Carnation Enthusiast,” 

which was printed by the committee in pamphlet form 

for distribution among members, a generous donation of 

£ 10/10/- from J. F. W. Payne covering the cost, and 

preventing encroachment on the society’s surplus, which 

went to war funds.
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The Autumn Show was held on April 9, in the Town 

Hall, and was opened by the Lord Abayor, Councillor 

F. Stapley, and Mrs. Stapley. There were 230 competitive 

exhibits, an increase of 70 from last Autumn Show; and 

there was a record attendance for any show, as well as 

a record profit. In the secretary’s report it is noted that 

a visitor from West Australia, a well-known judge of 

flowers, said “the show was a revelation to him."

During the financial year, which ends in June, 145 new 

members were proposed, and at its close there were 310 

members on the roll. In his comprehensive report, the 

secretary said " the attendances at the monthly meetings 

of the society have been considerably on the increase, and 

at the last few meetings the average attendance was about 

90 to 100 members.”

The Spring Show was held in the Town Hall on 

November 19, 1918, ar.d was opened by T.ady Stanley. 

It was well up to the average, and there was a good 

attendance. This year, for the season 1918-19, the com

mittee. through a special sub-committee, consisting of the 

president and the secretary, and J. Brundrett, W. Hear

ing, W. Rgan, J. E. Lorimer, J. Robertson, G. Russ, and 

J. Upham, prepared and published for distribution amongst 

members selected lists of Cactus, Peony, Collarette, Pom- 

pone, decorative and show Dahlias, as well as the classi

fication of these, with the addition of Single! 20th century 

type), Single (English type), Fancy and Cosmea or Star 

Dahlias. The Dahlia Conferences for the society’s certi

ficates, for new seedlings and named varieties, which had 

been in abeyance since 1913, were revived, and were held 

on March 22 and 29, April 5 and 12, 1919.

The Autumn Show, the last to be referred to, was held 

in the Town Hall on April 8. 1919, and was opened by 

Alderman Cabena, Lord Mayor of Melbourne. The show 

comprised an exceptionally fine • collection of choice 

Dahlias, as well as attractive Carnations; and, indeed, it 

was claimed to he the greatest display of Dahlias ever 

held in .Australia. Moreover, although the Rose is 

acclaimed the Queen of Flowers—and no one would wish 

to dethrone her—yet for brilliance and diversity of colour 

this society’s sihow unquestionably heat the Rose Society’s 

show, held in the same hall on the following day. All 

through the progress of the society, the shows have been 

greatly assisted by the non-competitive displays that have 

been generously provided by various firms and private 

supporters. These invariably lend an added attractiveness 

to the exhibition.

This record of the society’s doings was begun by an 

allusion to our great land of Australia in relation to its 

primarv productions, that are all derived from the gener

ous soil in which we grow the flowers we delight in. And 

surely the love of flowers our society does so much to 

instil and foster is most commendable as a refining 

influence, tending to promote good citizenship: indeed.
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may it not be regarded as a factor in ethics, with an 

abiding moral influence!-' Therefore, our institution will 

always have useful work to do, and a beneficial purpose 

to serve. '1 hrough the undaunted efforts of a few enthu

siasts, from small beginnings, with many vicissitudes in 

its earlier years, our progressive specialist society—the 

only other such in our midst being the National Rose 

Society—is now securely established on a satisfactory- 

basis, with an increasing membership, and many willing— 

indeed, most willing—workers, insuring for it activity in 

its operations and success in its career. And this claim 

is the more fully warranted in view of the fact that, while 

our society fosters lloriculturc generally, the llowers we 

specialise in are altogether worthy of our preference, 

in support of this statement let me put on record herein 

that of the Carnation an old writer, after referring to 

earlier spring llowers, says:—“Methinks nature improves 

in her operations: her latest strokes are most masterly. 

To crown all, she introduces the Carnation, which capti

vates every eye with a noble spread of graces, and charms 

another sense with a profusion of exquisite odours. The 

moment it appears it so commands our attention we 

scarce regret the absence of the rest. While others 

make a transient visit only, this is rather an inhabitant 

than a guest in our gardens.” Of the Carnation it has 

been written:—" I am Jove’s ilower, and he’ll not loitcr 

by when I’m abused. My royalty is allowed in coronation 

garlands.” Also, we must never forget that our good 

Queen Mary chose this society’s leading flower for her 

coronation bouquet—a royal compliment to the truly- 

charming Carnation.

Of the Dahlia it may be safely said that, for brilliance 

and diversity- of colouring, it is quite in the front rank of 

flowers; and this was never better exemplified than at 

our last great Autumn Show. Moreover, there is no 

flower so susceptible of development into diverse types, 

all of which have distinctive attractions, and its possibili

ties arc by no means yet exhausted. The history- of the 

Dahlia is really a floral romance, the evolution of the 

Cactus type in itself being indeed a marvel.

Of the Sweet Pea it may he truly affirmed that it is a 

general favourite. Since our society has taken up Sweet 

Peas, the winter-flowering varieties have been introduced 

and developed so successfully as to make the Pea—like 

the Carnation, though less durable—an inhabitant of our 

gardens, with an ever-widening range of culture. In the 

words of an American writer, “the Sweet Pea has a keel 

that was meant to seek all shores; it has wings that were 

meant to fly across all continents; it has a standard which 

is friendly to all nations; and it has a fragrance like the 

universal gospel; yen, a sweet prophesy of welcome 

everywhere, that has been abundantly fulfilled.”

So now, having set out the salient features of the 

society’s operations up to the time of writing, it may- he



added that there should lie no doubt as to its future pro

gress and expansion, for the good reason that it will 

always have useful work to do and a beneficial purpose to 

serve. And, in conclusion, let me make the definite request 

that the books and documents pertaining to the proceed

ings of tile institution may always lie carefully preserved; 

then, in after years, some future writer may feel con

strained to avail himself of the records, to compile there

from a continuation of this present veracious history,

Mitchell & Casey, General Printers. 25 Tattersall's l ane, Melbourne


